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Linda Villegas Bremer

Director of General Administration

General Administration is a state agency that as a central service agency and the lead on capital projects has influence over more than $2 billion of state expenditures that fuel the economy statewide.

Linda is entrepreneurial in her approach to the ‘business’ of government.  Of her 40 year career, 18 years have been spent in state government and the rest in the private sector.  She has a successful track record in transforming organizations and in managing multi-million dollar information systems projects.  She has led the strategic planning efforts for various organizations.  A high priority for the GA team is to establish strong working partnerships with customers, stakeholders and our community.

Prior to state government, Linda has worked in the following industries: aerospace, retail, insurance (individual and group), commodities, manufacturing, budget and finance, police emergency response, and urban planning.  Linda has a bachelor’s degree in Chemistry and an MBA in Financial Management.  She is excited about working with agencies to expand GA’s role as a central service organization.  Working together will create synergy and generate savings for all of state government. Linda is a 2000 alumnus of the National Hispania Leadership Institute, and has attended Harvard’s State & Local Government Program.

Mike Calderon

INX, Cloud & Virtualization Specialist

With more than 30 years of experience in architecting IT solutions, Mike has contributed to the financial development, assessment, planning, design and deployment of IT technologies to meet business objectives.  Mike’s technical knowledge spans multiple areas of the IT infrastructure including server platforms, Operating Systems, Networking and Storage components by leveraging strong business/financial analyst skills, system interdependencies, operational experiences and deep technical knowledge.  Mike’s skill set are applied not only to the production deployment of application to meet business needs but also encompasses business continuance/disaster recovery issues and operational concerns with a keen eye towards finding cost-effective solutions to meet the strategic goals of the organization.

Mike draws on such diverse experience as a member of USAF Strategic Deterrence Force (NORAD) as a computer and electronic technician, Mainframe and Networking Technical Support Rep, Mainframe and Networking Systems Engineer, Product Marketing Manager, Systems Architect, Integrator, Consultant, Sales and Technical Trainer, Account Manager and Technology Evangelist for some of the worlds’ largest computer and networking manufactures and integrators including IBM, NCR, McDATA, Cisco and Incentra and INX.  Presently, Mike focuses on providing leadership around IT Infrastructure Virtualization at INX focusing on the business and financial benefits of servers, desktop, network, storage and business continuance elements of the infrastructure. 

Arun Raha, Ph.D.

Executive Director of Economic and Revenue Forecast Council

Arun Raha is Chief Economist for the State of Washington and Executive Director of the Economic and Revenue Forecast Council. He is responsible for preparation and presentation of quarterly forecasts of Washington’s economy and General-Fund revenues. He also advises state legislative committees and other government agencies regarding economic and revenue activity in the state.

Dr. Raha was formerly Vice-President, Economic Research, at Swiss Re in New York, a leading global reinsurer, headquartered in Zurich, Switzerland. There he was responsible for forecasts of North American macroeconomic, financial, and property-casualty insurance markets. He also worked closely with Connecticut based Conning Asset Management which was part of the Swiss Re Group.

Prior to that, he was Manager of Economic Analysis at Eaton Corporation, a global diversified industrial manufacturer in Cleveland, Ohio. Arun has won two national forecasting awards - The Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago’s top overall forecast prize for 2007, and the Wall Street Journal’s forecasting award in January 2005. Arun Raha has served on the Ohio Governor’s Council of Economic Advisors, and is a former member of the Board of the Automotive Market Research Council. He has a Ph.D. in Economics from Washington State University, and a Masters from the Delhi School of Economics.

Marcus Glasper

Senior Assistant Director of Administrative Services

Department of Revenue

Marcus Glasper is the Senior Assistant Director for Administrative Services with the Department of Revenue.  A member of the Executive Team, he has responsibility for management and oversight of all administrative and support services including business and financial services, human resources, information technology, internal audit, organizational development, and enterprise risk management.  Glasper received his Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering from Southern University in Baton Rouge, LA and a Master’s degree in Engineering Management from Washington State University.  Before joining DOR, he worked for the Washington State Department of Corrections, United States Department of Energy, and General Motors Corporation.

Sandra Kinoshita, MSW

Organizational Development Manager, 

Department of Revenue

Sandra Kinoshita has served as the Organizational Development Manager for the Department of Revenue since December 2005.  A member of the Strategy Team, she manages the Quality Programs including internal GMAP, Baldrige assessments, stakeholder surveys, employee recognition, quality teams, and facilitation.  Kinoshita received her Bachelor of Arts degree and Master of Social Work degree in Multi Ethnic Practice from the University of Washington.  She has worked for the Washington State Department of Corrections, King County Executive Office, State of Utah Administrative Office of the Courts, and multiple universities around the country.

Steve Romero

IT Governance Evangelist

CA Inc.-Communications

Steve Romero is the IT Governance Evangelist at CA, Inc. In this capacity, he acts as a strong advocate for the customer, speaking around the world to users, prospective clients, industry organizations and IT luminaries to identify and communicate IT governance best practices. His mission is to help enterprises realize the full potential of their IT organizations for strategic and competitive advantage. Romero is an innovative, passionate IT professional with over 30 years experience working in almost every area of IT. For the past 15 years his career has focused on helping large enterprises transform their IT organizations from cost centers to strategic assets. Steve is a recognized expert in IT Governance, IT program and project management, and business process management.

George Helton

Director Technology Services

Yakima County

George Helton is the Director of Technology Services for Yakima County, Washington. He was the president of the Association of City and County Information Systems Managers in 2004 and presently sits on the Governor’s Washington Integrated Justice Information Board.  He has over 25 years experience in software, system, network and technology development and management.  He has worked on or managed the development of several major systems such as the largest wireless public safety network in the world, statewide video conferencing systems, the Department of Transportation's statewide fuel and oil system, as well as corporate medical records and billing systems. Mr. Helton is a husband, father and grandfather and enjoys fly fishing, photography and woodworking in his spare time. 

Brenda Cooper

Chief Information Officer

City of Kirkland

Brenda is a technologist and a futurist.  She currently works as the Chief Information Officer for the City of Kirkland.  Brenda has been with the City of Kirkland since 2000, and spent the previous seven years at the City of Longview. Brenda writes a technology column for the online magazine Futurismic, and has published several science fiction novels.  She has a blog about technology, fiction, and the future at www.brenda-cooper.com.
Dr. Anthony Marfin

Washington State Epidemiologist for Communicable Diseases

Department of Health

Dr. Anthony Marfin is currently the Washington State Epidemiologist for Communicable Diseases.  He earned a medical degree from the University of California Davis and a Master of Public Health degree from the University of California (Berkeley).  He is specialty and sub-specialty trained in Internal Medicine, Infectious Diseases, and Pulmonary/Critical Care Medicine.  Currently, he is also a Clinical Professor with an appointment in Epidemiology at the University of Washington.  In addition to this academic and clinical training, Dr. Marfin served as a Medical Epidemiologist for more than 13 years with the CDC’s Division of Vector-Borne Infectious Disease, Division of Global Migration and Quarantine, and the Division STD Prevention.  Prior to coming to the Department of Health in February 2009, he served for two years with CDC’s Influenza Division and was assigned to the U.S. Naval Medical Research Unit in Cairo, Egypt as a regional influenza subject matter expert.  Dr. Marfin has served as the Program Director for the HIV/AIDS, STD, and TB Prevention Program at the Oregon Health Division and a Medical Officer for the Indian Health Service in southern Arizona.  Over the past 25 years, his primary epidemiology study interests have been the study of bacterial and viral pathogens causing encephalitis and meningitis and the use of non-pharmaceutical interventions for the control of diseases with pandemic or epidemic potential.

Tony Tortorice

CIO and Director

Washington State Department of Information Services

Governor Chris Gregoire named Tony Tortorice as State CIO and Director of Washington’s Department of Information Services (DIS) in May, 2009.  Tony, who started at DIS in July, is a California information technology executive with more than 25 years of IT experience in both the private and public sectors.  Tortorice was the chief information officer for the Los Angeles Unified School District (the nation’s second largest public school system).  There, he led the recovery of a troubled HR/Payroll implementation.  Tortorice was also the senior IT executive for the Los Angeles Community College District, the largest system of community colleges in the nation.  Before working with the community college system, he was a partner at PricewaterhouseCoopers. Prior to beginning a doctorate program in public administration at the University of Southern California, Tortorice served in the U.S. Navy, where he started his career in IT by installing his command’s first word processing system.  Tortorice holds a master’s degree in systems management from USC, and a bachelor’s degree in history from the University of the State of New York. 

Dan Borgen

Co-Chief Executive Officer

Pacific Technologies, Inc.

Dan Borgen is a Co-Chief Executive Officer at Pacific Technologies, Inc. He is a seasoned IT professional with over 20 years of experience spanning an extensive background in strategic systems planning, technology acquisition, and group facilitation. Dan has served on a host of public sector IT planning and procurement engagements – including work for the states of Washington, Alaska and North Dakota, the counties of Los Angeles (CA), Orange (CA), Washoe (NV), Snohomish (WA), King (WA) and the cities of Scottsdale (AZ), Seattle (WA), Bellevue (WA), Redmond (WA), Kirkland (WA) and Tacoma (WA) – to name just a few. Prior to becoming a co-owner of PTI, he helped establish and lead Deloitte & Touche’s Pacific Northwest systems planning practice.  Before that, Dan worked at Chemical Bank of New York and General Electric Information Services Company.  He’s also been a professional NYC jazz musician, yoga teacher, walrus keeper, and scuba diving instructor.  Overall, Mr. Borgen is a creative thinker with a history of helping clients arrive at innovative, cost-effective solutions that make sense, get implemented, and deliver positive results.

